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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

29 Decerber 1950

MEMORANDUM #CR: THE PRESTDENT

SUBJECT ¢ Projecting Electronic Lay

As indicated in my memorandum of 11 December
1950, the matter of the "Projecti:ug Electronic Ray™
has been discussed with the inventor and examined
by representatives of this Agency. During this
discussion, it was noted that the invention was
considered by Army Ordnance and the lational ‘In-
ventors! Council several times during tle period
1936 to 1942, and was found to be infeasible and
of no interest to the United States Government,

My representatives concur with these fimdings.

WALTER B, S:ITH
Director
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE ?EESIBEI‘E
BUBJEOT Projeeting E;teetromc Ray

psted in your em:rmﬁum of 7 December 1957, the

¢ Projecting }ﬁac:tmnic R‘ag, invented by ¥r. Arthur
. has bsen discusseﬁ with *ells Modpett Priest
’ f assoc:hte?,, and has been thoroughly exmalned by

found tha% the invention was considered
o and the Wational Ynventors' Counkil seversl
period 1936 to 1942 and was found %o be of no
ted $tates uovirmu&wt.

thm axamination of pakt rez:crds and of the material
. Harchant convinced my men that there is no

;.cticm or coprdiments ot this time, T thercfore

» the patier ¢losed and have insfructed this Apency to

1Y materisl supplied by Yessrs. Eiarchant. and Triest.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

BUBJECT Projecting Electronic Ray

&z reguested in your memarandum of 7 lecember 1950, the
matier of the Ez-:;jocd.gi Klectronic Ray, invented by lir, Arthur
¥, Mayrchant, has been discussed with ¥r, Wells Elodgett Priest
snd with his associates, and has been thoroughly examined by my
erganisation, h

/

The idea of the Bay wes ariginally offerec to thc United
States Government in 1936, and was the subject of an investiga-
tional contract, of 9 May 1936, betwsen the Army Qrdmance and
the Marchant Assoclates, Ine, The comtract wes terminated on
8 Ootober 1937, due to failure of the inventar to fulfill hia
sontractual obiiga’oionm

The metter wag reviewed by tbe Aruy Orduance in 1937, upen
& recommendation of ¥r. James Roosevelt, and in 193C as tfwA
reslt of an inquiry by Senmator M, C. Lodge, Jr. In 1940 the
ﬁ%’m was regpened Ly an offer of the inventor to medify the
basdc idea for uge as an "airplane defectar.® Iu all cases,
k?; Ordnance reviews failed to find valid reasens far a positive
‘aetlion,

~ PBerly in 1942 the pame basic ides wes subritted %o the
Fational Iaventors Council which requested technical informetion
nstgpaary for evaluation, This informetion wes not supplied and
the project of evaluation was abandoned,

. 4 carefu], ezamination of all materiel submitted Ly ¥r.
Marchant and of t,hg_ieriinsnt recqrds and files of the Army
Qrdnance and Lhe Natlonal Invenfora Cquncil lead my men to
senclude thal ir. Marchant's ideas do cot merit any Lusediate
sommdtmente by the United itates Government, I have, therefare,
fmptrucigd the Agency to return to Megsrs. Marchent gnd Priest
all rr7rial pupplied by them ami to consider the metter closed,
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